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European Cities 

ωCities are typically smaller than in US & China. 

ω Larger share of our population lives in small and medium 
sized cities. 

ωMed-sized cities show the highest dynamics. 

ωEuropean Cities are diverse in history, demography and 
built environment. 

ωCities are contributing significantly to achieving the 
targets set in the EU 2020 Strategy - Smart, Green and 
Inclusive Growth 

A heterogeneous pattern of European urban areas 
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Source: Google Earth Source: BING Maps 



Quantitative analyses of Urban Megatrends 

148 city regions - five city region clusters 

Data source: PLUREL project 2007-2010 Population numbers: EUROSTAT; pop. 

distribution and morphology exploration: AIT  

Data Sources: EUROSTAT (baseline data), IIASA (demography), University Paris 1 (economy), University of Edinburgh (land use),  

AIT (intraregional distribution in the urban regions)  



Demography: Decreasing Population in the East. Growing 

urban regions in the West and South. 

Figure: City regionsó future population dynamics ï 

2025 relative change of population since 2001 (Data: 

PLUREL project, IIASA, Univ. Edinburgh, AIT)  

Figure: City regionsó future population dynamics ï 2025 

relative change of population since 2001 (vertical axe) 

against city size ( horizontal axe - population numbers as 

log-scale). (Data: PLUREL project, IIASA, AIT) 



Demography: The Share of elderly (60+) increases 

throughout Europe. 

CƛƎǳǊŜΥ /ƛǘȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΩ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ слҌ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ нллм ŀƴŘ нлнр ό{ŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ !мύΦ όǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ŀȄƛǎ ŦƻǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ǎƛȊŜΣ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭ ŀȄƛs for population 
numbers on a log scale. (Data: PLUREL Project, EUROSTAT, IIASA, AIT) 

2001 2025 



Economic Development: The GDP per capita shows a 

distinct east-west and south-north upward gradient.  

Figure: City regionsó GDP per capita  (vertical axe) against city size (horizontal axe, log-scale) - 2001 and 2025, Scenario A1), estimated trend lines for the 

sub-groups Eastern-Continental, Mediterranean, North-western (Data: PLUREL project, EUROSTAT, Boitier et al., AIT) 

2001 2025 



Artificial Surface: Increase of the built-up area is not strictly 

connected to economic growth.  

2001 2025 

Figure: City regionsô artificial surface area ï recent past (2001) and 2025 scenario A1; area in kmĮ. (Data: PLUREL Project, IIASA, University of Edinburgh, AIT 


