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CHarIKLEIA PAPAGEORGIADOU - BANIS

KOINON OF THE KEIANS?
THE NUMISMATIC EVIDENCE (*)

The study of the early history of the Cycladic islands is beset by
considerable difficulties. The environmental and historical peculia-
rities of the region, and the absence of adequate literary evidence
make the task difficult. The evidence provided by an examination
of the island coinages, however, is significant, and throws some light
on a number of problems.

Kea (ancient Keos) is the westernmost Cycladic island. It is close
to Attica and Euboea and shares in their history. An important
feature of ancient Keos was the co-existence of four autonomous
poleis (). Although they were politically independent, the develop-
ment of inter-city relations was inevitable, as were the presence of
political and financial problems provoked by their co-existence.
Inscriptions tell us only a little about these relations and pro-
blems (2), and it is then necessary to place greater reliance on other
sources of information, including coins (3).

The 6th/5th Century B.C.

Only three of the four Keian cities seem to have issued coins:
Koressia, Ioulis and Karthaia. There is no evidence for a mint at
Poiessa (*). The three cities began minting during the same period,

(*) Ishould like to express my warmest thanks to Dr. Kenneth Sheedy for his
valuable help.

(1) 1. N. Psyrras, Hislory of the Island of Kea, Athens, 1920.

(2) 1G XIL5, 1-2, 526-650.

(3) For the problems of the Keian coinage, Ch. PapacEoRrGiaDOU, Kea [1.
The Coinage of Kea, Athens, 1988 (unpublished dissertation).

(4) For a supposed numismatic activity of Poiessa, see the tables worked out
by Svoronos and included in Psyllas’ history of Kea. For an even older rende-
ring, P. O. BRONDSTED, Voyages dans la Gréce, accompagnés de recherches archéolo-
giques ef suivis d’un apercu sur toutes les entreprises scientifiques qui ont eu lieu en
Greéce depuis Pausanias jusqu’a nos jours, Paris, 1826.
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the last quarter of the 6th century, and continued until a little after
480 B.C. Each mint adopted its own emblem. Koressia was repre-
sented by the cuttle-fish, Ioulis by the bunch of grapes, and Kar-
thaia by the amphora. In the last decade of the 6th century, how-
ever, a small dolphin was added to each of the above obverse
emblems (°). At the end of the archaic period the dolphin became
the main emblem on the smaller denominations, while the original
device became secondary. Agnes Brett concluded that the addition
of the dolphin reflects a political union of the cities (%), and this view
seems convincing. -

Clearly the co-existence of the four cities in the restricted area of
the island, the presence of common political aspirations, of shared
religious traditions, and the need for a common policy towards
foreigners, all worked in favour of the cities joining in a common
organization (). The evidence for such an organization at an early
date, however, depends solely on our interpretation of the icono-
graphy of the coins, and this evidence suggests that a union of the
Keian cities was in existence by the end of the 6th century B.C.

An important event for this discussion is the enlisting of Keos
within the Delian Confederacy (®). That the payment of tribute was
made by Keos (and not by the individual cities), points to the exis-
tence of a synteleia, as has been pointed out by Swoboda (°) and
Meritt, Wade-Gery and McGregor (1°). P. Brun has recently ex-

(5) As a terminus ante quem for the addition of the dolphin is taken from the
dating of the Taranto hoard, where a triobol of Karthaia was included ; see E.
BaBeLon, Trouvaille de Tarente, in RN, s.4, 16, 1912, p.1-40; and more
recently, M. J. Price, N. WaGGoNER, Archaic Greek Silver Coinage. The Asyut
Hoard, London, 1975, p. 19, where a dating at 500-490 B.C. is proposed.

(6) A. BaLowin Brett, Catalogue of Greek Coins. Museum of Fine Arts. Bos-
ton, Boston, 1955, p. 170, no. 1286.

(7) G. Ténekipes, La notion juridique de ’indépendance et la tradition hellé-
nique. Autonomie et fédéralisme aux v* et 1v*s. av. J.C. (Collection de I'Institut
frangais d’Athenes, 83), Athénes, 1954, p. 45-46 ; O. Picarp, Chalcis et la confédé-
ration eubéenne. Etude de numismatique et d’histoire (1v*-1"s.) (Befar, 234), Athe-
nes, 1979, p.221: J. Ducart, La confédération béotienne et l'expansion thébaine a
l’époque archaique, in BCH, 97, 1973, p.60-61.

(8) P. CLocHE, La politique élrangére d’Athénes de 404 a 38 av. J.C., Paris,
1934 ; R. MEiGGs, The Athenian Empire, Oxford, 1972 ; R. OsBorNE, The Classi-
cal Landscape with Figures, London, 1987, p. 132.

(9) H. Swosoba, in Sitzungsberichte der Akademie der Wissenschafien zu Wien,
199, 1923, p.43.

(10) B. D. MeritT, H. D. WaDE-GERY, M. F. McGREGOR, The Athenian Tri-
bute Lists, Cambridge Mass., 1939.






