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HIS REFOUNDATION OF THE CHORA?®
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Leading intellectual, prime minister, tycoon and founder of the magnificent
monastery of the Chora, Theodore Metochites dominated life in Byzantium
during the first quarter of the fourteenth century. The literature dedicated to
Metochites and the Chora is extensive, reflecting the quantity of evidence
available and its significance for topics ranging from philosophy and art to
the society and government of Byzantium. Regarding Metochites, most atten-
tion has been on his scholarly aspect and less on his other two, more practical,
sides, namely those of the imperial official and the magnate, which remain
poorly understood. The image of Metochites as a vain and rapacious official
who restored the Chora to expiate his sins, eloquently painted almost fifty years
ago by Thor Sevéenko, lingers on, in spite of the more nuanced interpretations
proposed by other scholars." We need a fuller and more balanced biography
of Metochites and a more convincing explanation of his refoundation of the
Chora. The case of Metochites is exceptionally well-documented and essen-
tial for the study of the Palaiologan ruling class. The latter is also true for
the monastery he restored. The Chora is not simply a monument that is
fundamental to the study of Palaiologan art and architecture.” It is also key

* An earlier version of this paper was presented at the online conference “Biography of a
Landmark: The Chora Monastery and Kariye Camii in Constantinople/Istanbul from Late
Antiquity to the 21st Century” organized at the University of Fribourg from 27 to 28 April
2021 by Michele Bacci, Alessandra Ricci and Manuela Studer-Karlen. — I am grateful to
Robert Ousterhout, Stratis Papaioannou, Demetrios Kyritses and Dionysios Stathakopoulos
for their comments and assistance and to two anonymous reviewers for their remarks. — See
the list of abbreviations at the end of the anicle.
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